
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“The phenomenon of Hellenism is indeed unique to the world. 
There is no other ‘ism’ which has commanded so much admiration 
and praise for so many centuries of human history. There is no 
other word in the collected pool of language that signifies so much 
idealism, perfection, arête, beauty, and excellence. There is no 
other ‘ism’ in history which so enflamed idealistic hearts and 
minds to sacrifice their lives for another’s cause as did thousands 
of philhellenes in the Greek War of Independence. This was truly 
an historic phenomenon: Frenchmen, Englishmen, Germans and 
Italians; Austrians and Spaniards; Dutchmen and Americans rose 
up behind the blue and white standard to secure the freedom of 
Greece. This, because there is no other ‘ism’ to which we all feel 
members and inheritors of, regardless of race, creed, religion, or 
national origin.”  
 
– David R. Weinberg, an educator and scholar of Hellenism, 
emeritus professor of History at Wayne State University.  
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